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ster standing with a stone ale bottle in his hand
ready to throw. But he did not throw It and sub-
mitted to arrest peaceably.

This incident and a few others, while the junior
officers were developing a new spirit under Commo-
dore Thatcher's wise support and firm direction,
soon brought a change over the ship. The ruffians
were cowed and we were free of the obnoxious spec-
tacle of men in irons on the gun-deck and of abuse
in answer to an officer's commands.

The Confederates had counted much on the
weather to delay any bombardment on Fort Fisher.
December and January are the season of the heavi-
est blows off the coast. While preparing for the
attack the ships must lie exposed to the seas sweep-
ing in from the open ocean. A gale rose just as the
fleet was mobilizing. It dragged many anchors and
pretty well dispersed the vessels, increasing the dis-
comforts of the soldiers aboard the transports by
sea-sickness.

An act of gallantry of the same order as that of
Lieutenants Crosby and Caldwell in cutting through
the obstructions above Forts Jackson and St, Philip
was to prepare the way for the actual bombardment
and assault. An old vessel, the Louisiana, was
filled with powder and disguised as a blockade-runner,
with a view to running her in close to Fort Fisher
in the night and deserting her after laying time fuses
to the powder. It was thought that the force of